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COWTAJMER APPARATUS AMD METHOD 
FIELD OF THE INVENTION 
This invention relates to a container apparatus and method. In particular, 
according to one embodiment, the invention relates to a container apparatus 
including an exterior form surrounding an interior form with a compartment such 
that both the exterior form and the interior form include spaces for containing 
items. At least one opening in the exterior form and the interior form are provided. 
According to one embodiment, the container takes the form of a ball and the items 
are edible animal treats. 

BACKGROUND OF THE 0NVEMT0ON 

Play is an important part of human and animal development. A wide variety 
of devices have been created to assist in the objective of providing meaningful and 
rewarding play time for children and pets. By way of example only and not by 
limitation, in the arena of dog training, it is important that the trainer establish a 
close bond with the animal in order for training to be effective and meaningful. 
The most effective training is training that is delivered in a positive, playful and 
safe environment. Additionally, there are times when training an animal when the 
objective is simply to play. 

Again, by way of example and not by limitation, a wide variety of devices 
have been developed for the distribution of treats to pets in the form of treat 
dispensing toys. The Herrenbruck patent, U.S. patent No. 6,484,671, disclos s a 
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treat dispensing toy with a sound device. The toy is inedible and contains small 
treats that work their way past interior obstacles to an exit. The Miller patent, 
U.S. patent 6,186,096, discloses a retractable, extendable, edible chew treat in a 
hard inedible covering. A human must manipulate the toy to extract or retract a 
treat from the toy. The Markham patents, U.S. patents 6,129,053 and 
5,947,061, disclose an inedible toy with treat receiving and retaining receptacles 
of various sizes and depths in the surface of the toy. Another Markham patent, 
U.S. patent 5,865,146, discloses an edible treat retained in a deformable, inedible 
bouncing pet toy. As the dog chews on the inedible toy, the treat is crushed and 
parts of it escape the container. The Mauldin patent, U.S. patent 5,813,366, 
discloses another inedible toy with a receptacle for retaining an edible treat. 

While the idea of including edible treats with a toy has clearly been done, 
problems exist with prior art devices and methods. One problem is with the 
delivery of the treats from the interior of the device. In some cases, the items 
held within the container are distributed almost immediately such that the duration 
of the play time and interest in the device is very short. Another problem is with 
the containers themselves. In the situation where the container is not activated by 
human movement, prior art containers are more or less predictable in their 
movements and therefore less interesting to animals. Thus, there is a need in the 
art for providing a container apparatus and method which maintains the interest of 
the user for extended periods of time and provides for interesting, unpredictable 
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movements while slowly dispensing items contained within the container. It, 
therefore, is an object of this invention to provide an improved container apparatus 
and method for dispensing the items, such as animal treats, for example only. 

SUMMARY OF TOE INVENTION 
The container apparatus and method of the present invention includes, 
according to one embodiment, an exterior form, with an outside and an inside, 
surrounding an interior form with a compartment wherein the exterior form 
includes at least one space for containing items on the inside and wherein the 
compartment includes at least one space for containing items. At least one 
opening in the interior form and at least one opening in the exterior form is 
provided. 

According to another aspect of the invention, the exterior form further 
includes at least one at least partially circumferential raised element on the outside 
of the exterior form. In another aspect, the interior form is offset from a center 
location of the exterior form. According to a further aspect, the at least one 
opening in the interior form includes a funnel section for funneling items to the at 
least one opening in the interior form. According to a further aspect, a removable 
cap is provided for the at least one opening in the exterior form. In other 
embodiment, the removable cap is edible and the items are edible. In another 
aspect of the invention, the exterior form includes an interior recess in combination 
with the interior form for receiving and retaining a removable cap. In another 
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aspect, the exterior form includes two openings and, in a further aspect, the 
interior form includes two openings. 

According to another embodiment of the invention, an animal treat ball 
includes a ball, with an outside and an inside, surrounding a separate interior form 

5 with a compartment wherein the ball includes at least one space for containing 
animal treats on the inside and wherein the compartment includes at least one 
space for containing animal treats. Further, at least one opening in the interior 
form and at least one opening in the exterior form is provided. 

In a further aspect of this embodiment, the ball includes at least one at least 

10 partially circumferential raised element on the outside of the ball. In another 

aspect, the ball includes a sinuous raised edge on the exterior of the ball. Other 
aspects of this embodiment of this invention are provided as well as set forth 
hereafter. 

According to a further embodiment of the invention, an animal treat ball 
15 method includes the steps of providing a ball, with an outside and an inside, 

surrounding a separate interior form with a compartment wherein the ball includes 
at least one space for containing animal treats on the inside and wherein the 
compartment includes at least one space for containing animal treats. At least one 
opening is provided in the interior form and at least one opening is provided in the 
20 exterior form. Thereafter, animal treats are inserted into the ball. 

DESCRIPTION OF TME DKAWflWGS 
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FIGURE 1 is a cross-sectional view of the container apparatus according to 
one embodiment of the present invention; 

FIGURE 2 is a cross-sectional view of another embodiment of the invention 
of Figure 1 without end caps; 

FIGURE 3 is a detailed view of an off center interior embodiment of the 
invention of Figure 1 ; 

FIGURE 4 is an end view of the embodiment of Figures 1 and 2; and 

FIGURE 5 is a perspective view of an embodiment of the invention of Figure 
1 including at least one at least partially circumferential raised element on the 
outside of the exterior form. 

BETA0LED DESCraPTIIOM OF THE 0WWEOT0OM 

An embodiment of the present invention is illustrated by way of example in 
Figures 1-5. With specific reference to Figure 1, a container apparatus 10 
according to one embodiment of the present invention includes an exterior form 1 2 
with an outside 14 and an inside 16. Exterior form 12 surrounds interior form 18. 
Interior form 1 8 includes a compartment 20. Compartment 20 includes space 22. 
Further, exterior form 1 2 includes at least one space 24. Both space 22 and 
space 24 are conformed for containing items 26. Still further, interior form 18 
includes at least one opening 28 and exterior form 1 2 includes at least one 
opening 30. 
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Exterior form 1 2 may be made of any substance now known or hereafter 
developed. According to one embodiment, exterior form 12 is a soft yet durable, 
tear resistant plastic like material. Preferably, container apparatus 10 exterior form 
1 2 is highly resilient and highly resistant to deformation and destruction when 
chewed and/or clawed upon by an animal, such as a dog, for example only. 
Exterior form 12 may be in any shape desired, rectangular, circular, cylindrical, 
spherical, prismatic, oblong, ovoid and/or irregular. According to the embodiment 
illustrated in Figures 1, 2 and 5, exterior form 12 is in the shape, approximately, of 
a ball. As used herein the term "ball" includes any form including barrel, 
cylindrical, oblong or the like. Certainly, again, exterior form 1 2 may even be 
square, rectangular or the like. Likewise, interior form 18 may be in any shape 
now known or hereafter developed and/or desired. That is to say, interior form 18 
may be in the form of a "bal" including a rectangle, square, sphere, or any other 
useful form. 

Still referring to Figure 1 , according to one embodiment of the invention, the 
outside 1 4 includes at least one at least partially circumferential raised element 32 
on the outside 14 of exterior form 12. Also, Figure 1 illustrates another 
embodiment of the invention wherein the opening 28 in the interior form 1 8 forms 
a funnel 34 for funneling items 26 to the opening 28 in the interior form 1 8 from 
within compartment 20. As illustrated, funnel 34 is created by gradually removing 
or reducing part of the compartment 20 as it nears opening 28 in the interior form 
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18. Obviously, funnel 34 may be created by adding material on the inside of 
compartment 20 as clearly indicated in Figure 1 or by forming the material around 
opening 28 to form a funnel 34 as illustrated in Figure 2. Funnel 34 may take any 
form or shape now known or hereafter developed so long as it increases the 
movement of items 26 from within compartment 20 towards opening 28 such that 
items 26 leave compartment 20. 

Figure 1 also illustrates another aspect of the invention wherein a removable 
cap 36 is provided for covering opening 30 in the exterior form 12. Removable 
cap 36 may take any shape now known or hereafter developed or desired. 
According to one aspect of the invention, cap 36 is domed shaped to conform to 
the shape of the exterior form 12 in the general shape of a ball. This "domed' 
shape for the cap 36 facilitates rolling of the container apparatus lO.Still further, 
removable cap 36 according to one embodiment is edible. According to another 
embodiment items 26 are also edible. According to further embodiments, edible 
removable cap 36 and items 26 are edible animal treats, such as dog biscuits, cat 
food, or the like, for example only. Obviously, items 26 in the form of edible 
treats, includes edible treats that are nutritious too. 

A still further aspect of the invention is illustrated in Figure 1 wherein 
opening 30 of exterior form 1 2 includes an interior recess 38 in combination with 
interior form 18 for receiving and retaining removable cap 36. As illustrated, 
interior recess 38 creates a lip on the inside 1 6 of the exterior form 1 2 while the 
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area of interior form 1 8 next to recess 38 completes the interior recess 38 such 
that interior recess 38 is capable of receiving and retaining removable cap 36. 

A further embodiment of the invention is illustrated in Figure 1 , wherein two 
openings 28 and two openings 30 are provided. In this situation, one removable 
5 cap 36 may be replaced with a permanent one on one of the two openings 30 f for 
example only. 

Referring now to Figure 2, a cross-sectional view of a slightly different 
embodiment of the container apparatus 10 is illustrated. In this embodiment, the 
funnel 34 is formed by a depression of the ends 1 9 around the opening 28 

10 outwardly from compartment 20 toward opening 30 of exterior form 12. As is 
known in the art, compartment 20 may be formed by forming interior form 1 8 
around a removable object, such as injection mold form(not shown). Once the 
interior form 1 8 is sufficiently solid, the object (not shown) around which it was 
formed is removed leaving the interior form 1 8 in the desired shape. As will be 

15 discussed more fully hereafter with regard to Figure 4, a novel item 26 retaining 
device of the present invention may facilitate the removal of the object as well. 

Referring now to Figure 3, a detailed or isolated view of the interior form 18 
and compartment 20 is provided. As illustrated, according to this embodiment, 
interior form 18 and compartment 20 are off center in relation to the center of 

20 exterior form 12 as illustrated previously in Figures 1 and 2. As a result of this 
configuration, items 26 are largely contained in an area away from the center of 
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exterior form 1 2 thus contributing to erratic movement of exterior form 1 2 as it is 
moved about. By way of example only and not by limitation, when exterior form 
12 takes the form of a ball, the utilization of off center interior form 18 creates a 
wobble in the container apparatus 10 as it is moved about. 

As also illustrated in Figure 3, the openings 28 in the interior form 18 may 
also be off center or misaligned one from the other such that items 26 are allowed 
or enabled to leave compartment 20 and enter space 24 of exterior form 1 2 in an 
uneven distribution around the center of exterior form 12. 

Referring now to Figure 4, an end view of an embodiment of the container 
apparatus 10 of the present invention is illustrated. According to this 
embodiment, opening 28 in interior form 1 8 is created by a series of slightly 
separated flaps 44. Figure 4 shows four symmetrical, evenly spaced, flaps 44. In 
this embodiment, tear resistant circles 46 are located at the base of the flaps 44. 
The edges 48 are evenly spaced apart from the edges 48 of other flaps 44. The 
tips 50 of flaps 44 are spaced apart from each other to create the biggest open 
area of opening 28. Thus, by selecting the size of items 26, they may be released 
from compartment 20 at the opening 52 formed by tear resistant circles 46, 
between edges 48 or between the tips 50 of flaps 44. This unique flap 44 
configuration allows complicated objects used to create interior form 1 8 to easily 
be removed and allows the user to selectively control the size of opening 28 so 
that items 26 are not too easily and readily released from compartment 20. 
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Obviously, any size, shape, or number of flaps 44 may be used as desired and 
convenient. 

Referring now to Figure 5, a perspective view of a preferred embodiment of 
the invention is presented. According to this embodiment, container apparatus 10 
5 includes an exterior form 12 in the approximate shape of a ball. Exterior form 12 
includes at least one opening 30 as well as a separate interior form 1 8 with a 
compartment 20 (not shown in this figure). Figure 5 includes an illustration of one 
aspect of the invention wherein at least one at least partially circumferential raised 
element 32 is attached to or formed in the outside 14 of exterior for 12. As 

10 illustrated in Figure 5, raised element 32 takes the form of sinuous, raised edge 40 
in this embodiment. Sinuous raised edge 40 ensures that exterior form 1 2 will 
wobble while being rolled, pushed, or manipulated. As result, items 26 (not 
shown in this figure) contained within container apparatus 1 0 are shaken and 
manipulated so that, eventually, items 26 exit opening 28 from compartment 20 of 

15 interior form 18 and are released into the space 24 of exterior form 12. As 

previously discussed, removable cap 36, not shown in this figure, is initially in 
place and, preferably held in place by interior recess 38. According to the aspect 
wherein removable cap 36 is edible, the animal will first remove at least one, if 
there are more than one, removable cap 36 by chewing through it. Thereafter, 

20 individual items 26, also preferably edible, are then released from the interior 
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space 24 of exterior form 12. Once removable caps 36 have been removed, items 
26 are free to exit container apparatus 10 as exterior form 12 is manipulated. 

While raised element 32 is shown as a continuous sinuous raised edge 40, it 
should be understood that a series of separate raised elements may be used to 
5 form a raised element as well. Additionally, raised element 32 may only partially 
surround container 10. Further, there may be simply one raised element 32 at one 
location on the outside 14 of exterior form 12, that being fully sufficient to cause 
container 10 to wobble when rolled, etc. 

In use, a user inserts items 26 within the inside 1 6 of container apparatus 

10 10 by first inserting items 26 within the space 22 created by compartment 20 in 
interior form 18. Certainly, interior form 18 may have multiple compartments 20 
and spaces 22 into which items 26 may be placed. 

Thereafter, the user installs removable cap(s) 36 in place on exterior form 
1 2. According to a preferred embodiment, removable cap 36 is received and held 

15 in place by interior recess 38 as previously described. Removable cap 36, again, 
may be used in combination with a non-removable cap as desired and, according 
to one embodiment, removable cap 36 is edible. Thereafter, container apparatus 
10 is used to interact with an animal, such as a dog, for example only. Because 
of raised element 32, in one aspect sinuous raised edge 40, exterior form 1 2 is 

20 caused to wobble as it rolls thereby attracting the dog's attention. The dog is 
then interested in container apparatus 1 0, chews on it, and thereby eats and or 
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removes removable cap 36. Thereafter, preferably edible, items 26 are free to 
exit space 24 of exterior form 1 2 where they have accumulated prior to removal of 
removable cap 36. As the animal continues to play with container apparatus 10, 
additional animal items 26 also are dispersed from compartment 20 of interior form 
18 as previously described. Once all the edible items 26 and removable cap(s)36 
have been removed and/or eaten, container apparatus 10 may be reconfigured 
with new items 26 and a new removable cap 36. 

The discussion of the present embodiments of the invention has been 
presented for purposes of illustration, but is not intended to be exhaustive or to 
limit the invention to the form disclosed. Many modifications and variations will be 
apparent to those of ordinary skill in the art. As such, while the present invention 
has been disclosed in connection with an embodiment thereof, it should be 
understood that other embodiments may fall within the spirit and scope of the 
invention as defined by the following claims. 
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